ZOROASTRIAN FIRE
TEMPLE

VISITATION GUIDE

The World's Oldest Monotheistic Tradition — Iran, India, and the Global
Parsi Community

The oldest continuously practiced monotheistic religion on earth.
The tradition that fed Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
the concepts of heaven and hell, judgment, angels, and the messiah.
The fire that has burned at Udvada for 1,300 years without interruption.
Humata, Hukhta, Hvar shta:
Good thoughts, Good words, Good deeds —
the simplest and most compl ete ethical teaching in the world.
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| ntroduction

Zoroastrianism is the world's oldest continuously practiced monotheistic religion — founded by the
prophet Zarathustra (Greek: Zoroaster) somewhere between 1500 and 600 BCE in the region of ancient
Iran, and practiced without interruption ever since by asmall but extraordinarily influential community.
Though its global population is tiny (approximately 100,000-200,000 practitioners worldwide,
concentrated in India as the Parsi community and in Iran as the remaining lranian Zoroastrians),
Zoroastrianism's influence on world religion is incalculably vast: the concepts of a cosmic battle
between good and evil, a final judgment, heaven and hell, individual moral accountability, angels, a
coming savior figure, the resurrection of the dead — al of these entered Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam primarily through contact with Zoroastrianism during the Achaemenid Persian Empire's
dominance of the Near East.

For the Haligricity practitioner, Zoroastrianism offers one of the most elegant and most complete
ancient formulations of the ethical life: Humata, Hukhta, Hvarshta — Good Thoughts, Good Words,
Good Deeds — the three-fold path that maps directly onto the Haligric Tetralty's alignment principle.
This guide prepares you to engage genuinely with the living sacred spaces of this ancient tradition, with
full honesty about what is and is not accessible to outside visitors.

Zoroastrian Fire Temple Visitation Guide | Haligricity Temple Series | 1.Q. Productionz



Part One

Who Zarathustra Was
and What He Taught

Zarathustra (Zoroaster in Greek) was the prophet whose religious vision founded Zoroastrianism — a
vision of the cosmos organized around the opposition between truth (Asha) and the lie (Druj), governed
by the one supreme good God (Ahura Mazda — 'Wise Lord"), and requiring each human being to
choose sides through their own free moral choices.

The Revolutionary Teaching

Zarathustra's teaching was genuinely revolutionary in the context of the ancient Near Eastern religious
world. Where other ancient religions offered polytheism (multiple divine beings with competing
interests) or monolatry (worshipping one god among many), Zarathustra taught strict monotheism:
there is one supreme good God, Ahura Mazda, and the evil principle (Angra Mainyu, later Ahriman) is
not a co-equal divine being but a lesser force whose ultimate defeat is certain. Where other ancient
religions offered ritual appeasement of divine power, Zarathustra taught that the divine cares
specifically about human ethical conduct — that good thoughts, good words, and good deeds are the
form of worship Ahura Mazda most desires.

The Dating Question

When Zarathustra lived is genuinely disputed. Traditional Zoroastrian scholarship places him around
600 BCE; some linguistic analyses of the Gathas (his hymns — the oldest layer of Zoroastrian sacred
text, written in a form of Old Iranian close to Vedic Sanskrit) suggest a date between 1500 and 1000
BCE. The earlier date would make him a contemporary of the Vedic tradition and would place
Zoroastrianism among the oldest surviving religious traditions. The question is unresolved; what is not
disputed is that the tradition he founded has maintained continuous practice for at least 2,500 years.
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Part Two

Zoroastrian Theology
Ahura M azda and the Cosmic Battle

THE ZOROASTRIAN WORLDVIEW

AHURA MAZDA (The Wise Lord): The one supreme divine being — uncreated, eternal,
al-good, all-knowing. Ahura Mazda is the source of all that is good, all that istrue, and all that
sustains life and order. He is not indifferent to human conduct; he specifically desires that
human beings choose Asha (truth, righteousness) over Druj (the lie, disorder). ANGRA
MAINYU (The Destructive Spirit): The principle of evil — not co-equal with Ahura Mazda
but opposed to him. Angra Mainyu is the source of al that is false, harmful, and destructive.
He chose wrongness at the beginning of creation; his ultimate defeat is the certain outcome of
history. THE COSMIC BATTLE: History is the arena in which the battle between Asha and
Dryj is fought — through the choices of each individual human being. Every thought, word,
and deed that aligns with truth strengthens Ahura Mazda's cause; every thought, word, and
deed that aligns with falsehood strengthens Angra Mainyu's. This is not a metaphor — each
human being's daily moral choices have cosmic significance. THE FRASHOKERETI (Final
Renovation): The end of history as Zoroastrianism understands it — the final defeat of Angra
Mainyu, the resurrection of the dead, the judgment of all souls, and the complete renovation of
the world into a state of perfect Asha. This is the eschatological vision that entered Judaism
and subsequently Christianity and Islam through Zoroastrian influence. FREE MORAL
CHOICE: The cornerstone of Zoroastrian ethics — each human being is fully capable of
choosing between Asha and Druj, and is fully responsible for the choices they make. Thereis
no predestination, no origina sin requiring divine rescue, no caste of birth that determines
spiritual destiny. The choice isyours, every day.
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Part Three

Asha and Druj
Truth and thelLie

The Zoroastrian universe is organized around two fundamental principles. Asha (Avestan —
pronounced AH-sha) and Druj. Understanding these two concepts is the key to understanding
everything in Zoroastrian theology and practice.

ASHA AND DRUJ — THE FOUNDATIONAL OPPOSITION

ASHA: Simultaneously ‘truth," 'righteousness,’ 'order,' ‘justice,' and the cosmic principle of
right alignment. Asha is not merely the absence of lying — it is the complete alignment of
thought, word, and action with what is true, what is right, and what sustains the cosmic order.
Asha is the Zoroastrian name for the principle that every tradition in this series recognizes
under its own name: Maat (Egyptian), Dharma (Hindu/Buddhist), Te (Taoist), right
relationship (Native American), Tetralty alignment (Haligric). The practitioner who lives in
Ashais living with their thinking, speaking, and doing all aligned with the truth — a complete
person, fully integrated. DRUJ: The Lie — the principle that opposes Asha. Druj is not merely
deliberate falsehood; it is the entirety of misalignment, disorder, and the departure from truth at
any level. A Druj thought is a thought that does not correspond to what is true. A Druj word is
aword that does not correspond to the thought behind it. A Druj action is an action that does
not correspond to the word and thought that preceded it. Druj is Isfet (Egyptian), adharma
(Hindu), the violation of Maat — the generic human condition of internal division and external
disorder. THE ASHAVAN: The person who lives in Asha — the aligned practitioner whose
thoughts, words, and deeds are in genuine correspondence with truth and with each other.
Being an Ashavan is the goa of Zoroastrian spiritua practice. The Ashavan does not need to
be perfect; they need to be genuinely oriented toward Asha and genuinely working to align
their conduct with truth.

CONNECTION TO HALIGRICITY
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Asha — the complete alignment of thought, word, and deed with truth and with the cosmic
order — is the most ancient and most complete articulation of what the Haligric Tetralty holds
about alignment. Thinking (Asha of mind), Speaking (Asha of word), Doing (Asha of action)
— the three human faculties aligned with the cosmic principle of truth. The fourth Haligric
dimension, Feeling, is implicit in Zarathustra's teaching: the practitioner who genuinely feels
the difference between Asha and Druj, who is sensitive to misalignment in themselves and in
the world, is the practitioner capable of choosing consistently. Asha is not a concept. It is a
condition — the lived state of the Ashavan who has brought their entire person into alignment
with what is true.
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Part Four

The Amesha Spentas
Seven Sacred Emanations

The Amesha Spentas (Holy Immortals) are the seven primary divine emanations of Ahura Mazda —
gualities of the divine that are simultaneously abstract principles, divine beings, and protectors of
specific elements of the natural world. They are not gods in the polytheistic sense; they are aspects of
the one divine reality that can be known, worked with, and embodied by human practitioners.

THE SEVEN AMESHA SPENTAS

SPENTA MAINYU (Bounteous Spirit / Holy Spirit): The creative spirit of Ahura Mazda —
the active divine presence in the world. Some scholars interpret Spenta Mainyu as Ahura
Mazda's active aspect; the tradition has treated this question with considerable theological
subtlety. VOHU MANA (Good Mind / Good Purpose): The divine quality of right thinking
and good intention — the faculty through which the practitioner can perceive Asha and align
themselves with it. Vohu Mana protects cattle (the most important domestic animal of ancient
Iranian culture, symbol of productive, beneficial life). ASHA VAHISHTA (Best Truth / Best
Righteousness): The divine quality of truth and right order — the embodiment of the Asha
principle itself. Protects fire, which is Asha made visible. KHSHATHRA VAIRYA (Desirable
Dominion/ Divine Kingdom): The divine quality of righteous power and sovereignty — Ahura
Mazda's kingdom that is to be established through the choices of Ashavans. Protects metals.
SPENTA ARMAITI (Holy Devotion / Sacred Right-mindedness): The divine quality of loving
devotion and right-minded service — the quality of the practitioner who serves the divine with
genuine love. Protects the earth. HAURVATAT (Wholeness / Perfection): The divine quality
of completeness and fulfillment — the state of being fully intact, without diminishment or
lack. Protects water. AMERETAT (Immortality): The divine quality of undying life — the
fulfillment of existence beyond death. Protects plants. THE NATURAL WORLD AS
SACRED: Each Amesha Spenta protects a specific element of the natural world — fire, water,
earth, plants, cattle, metals — making the natural world simultaneously sacred and ethically
significant. Harming any of these elements is not merely environmental damage; it is a
violation of the sacred beings who inhabit and protect them.
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Part Five

The Sacred Fire
Why Fireand What It Means

Fire is the central sacred symbol of Zoroastrianism — and the misunderstanding of this centrality has
led to the tradition's most common external misrepresentation: the accusation of ‘fire worship.'
Zoroastrians do not worship fire. Fireisnot itself divine. Fireisthe most perfect visible symbol of Asha
— of truth, light, and the ordering principle of the cosmos — and as such it serves as the direction
toward which prayer is offered and as the most sacred object of the fire temple.

Why Fire Specifically

Fire is Asha Vahishta's element — the element of the divine quality of truth and right order. Fire has
several specific sacred properties that make it the most apt symbol for the divine: it is self-luminous
(like truth, it provides its own light); it points upward (toward the divine above); it purifies what it
touches (transforming matter into light and heat); it requires constant tending (Asha requires constant
human effort to maintain); and it is destroyed by impurity (lies and disorder extinguish it). The priest
who tends the sacred fire, adding wood while wearing a mask to prevent his breath from polluting the
flame and using long-handled implements to avoid contaminating the fire with the touch of mortal
flesh, isthe living image of the practitioner's relationship to Asha: constant, careful, reverent tending of
what is most sacred.

The Priest's Mask

The padaan (face mask worn by the priest when tending the sacred fire) is one of the most distinctive
elements of Zoroastrian sacred practice — worn to prevent the priest's breath from polluting the fire
that represents Asha Vahishta. The priest who enters the fire sanctuary wears white robes (symbolizing
purity), wears the padaan over mouth and nose, and tends the fire using long-handled implements. This
practice combines practical fire-safety with the deepest sacred respect — the acknowledgment that
even the priest's human breath is aform of impurity relative to the sacred fire.
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Part Six

The Three Grades of Sacred Fire

DADGAH, ADARAN, AND ATASH BAHRAM

DADGAH (Household Fire): The lowest grade of sacred fire — the fire consecrated through
specific prayers for household use. Maintained in the home by Zoroastrian families. Access:
most accessible; family members tend it in the home. ADARAN (Fire of Warriors/Artisans):
The second grade — a fire consecrated through a more elaborate ceremony using fire from
specific household sources. Maintained in an agiary (fire temple) open to the Zoroastrian
community. Access: open to initiated Zoroastrians, generally not accessible to
non-Zoroastrians. ATASH BAHRAM (Victorious Fire / King of Fires): The highest and most
sacred grade of fire — consecrated through an extraordinarily elaborate ceremony lasting
several months and requiring fire collected from sixteen specific sources (including fire from
specific occupational and natural sources, gathered over the months of the consecration
process). There are only nine Atash Bahram fires in the entire world — eight in India and one
in Iran. Access: strictly limited; most are not accessible to non-Zoroastrians. THE SACRED
SIGNIFICANCE: The difference between these grades is not merely ceremonial rank — each
grade represents a different concentration of sacred power, a different degree of the divine's
presence in the fire. The Atash Bahram fire is literally the most powerful form of the divine's
visible presence in the Zoroastrian world, maintained through the most demanding ritual
process and tended with the most stringent protocols.
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Part Seven

The Atash Bahram
The Highest Sacred Fire

The Atash Bahram — the Victorious Fire, the highest grade of sacred fire in Zoroastrian tradition — is
consecrated through a process that takes several months and requires the collection of fire from sixteen
specific sources, including fires associated with specific occupations (a goldsmith'sfire, a potter'sfire, a
dyer'sfire, adistiller'sfire, fire from a cremation, fire from alightning strike, and others) that together
represent the full spectrum of productive human and natural fire.

The Nine Atash Bahram Fires

There are exactly nine Atash Bahram fires in the world — eight in India (maintained by the Parsi
community) and one in Iran (the Atash Bahram of Yazd, maintained by the Iranian Zoroastrian
community). Each has been burning continuously for hundreds of years — the oldest, the Iranshah
Atash Bahram at Udvada in Guijarat, India, has been burning continuously since approximately the 9th
century CE, aflame that has not been extinguished for over 1,300 years.

ACCESSREALITY —BE HONEST WITH YOURSELF

MOST ATASH BAHRAM FIRES ARE NOT ACCESSIBLE TO NON-ZOROASTRIANS:
The most sacred fires in the tradition are maintained in spaces that are closed to those who
have not undergone the Navjote (Zoroastrian initiation) ceremony. This is not hostility or
exclusion — it is the preservation of the sacred space's integrity. THE UDVADA IRANSHAH
(India): The most sacred fire in the world. Not accessible to non-Zoroastrians. The town of
Udvada itself can be visited, the exterior of the Iranshah temple observed, and the surrounding
Parsi community respectfully engaged. The fire itself isfor Zoroastrians. THE YAZD ATASH
BAHRAM (lran): The only Atash Bahram in Iran, located in Yazd. This fire IS partialy
accessible to non-Zoroastrian visitors — the outer hall of the Y azd Atashkadeh (Fire Temple)
alows visitors to view the sacred fire through a glass panel without entering the inner
sanctuary. This is the most accessible Atash Bahram available to outside visitors anywhere in
the world. THE CORRECT RESPONSE: Accept the access that is offered with full gratitude.
Do not attempt to negotiate greater access. The tradition has determined what is appropriate for
outside visitors, and that determination deserves respect.
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Part Eight

TheFireTemple
Architecture and Sacred Space

The Zoroastrian fire temple (atashkadeh in Persian, agiary or atash behram in Gujarati) is organized
entirely around the protection and maintenance of the sacred fire — a building designed not as a
gathering space for congregational worship but as the dwelling of the fire, maintained by priests whose
primary sacred duty isthe fire's continuous care.

FIRE TEMPLE ELEMENTS

THE OUTER HALL (JAMATKHANA): The space accessible to lay worshippers and, in some
temples, to respectful outside visitors. Here Zoroastrians perform their personal prayers and
can view the sacred fire through a glass panel or archway. THE INNER SANCTUARY
(KEBLA or SANCTUM): The room where the sacred fire burns on its vase (afrinagan) on its
stone or metal platform. Only ordained priests wearing white robes and padaan (face mask)
may enter this room. The fire burns continuously — tended several times daily with specific
varieties of wood. THE ORIENTATION: Most fire temples face east — toward the rising sun,
whose light is the most complete natural expression of Asha visible in the world. THE
FARAVAHAR: Above the entrance of many fire temples and in Zoroastrian sacred art
generaly — the Faravahar, the winged disk with a human figure in the center, is the primary
symbol of Zoroastrianism. It depicts the Fravashi (guardian spirit) of each person — the divine
essence that exists before birth and remains after death — reminding the practitioner that their
truest identity is divine. WHITE EVERYWHERE: Priests, sacred fire vessels, much of the
atar apparatus — the color white dominates the fire temple's inner space, expressing the purity
of Ashaand the sacred state that proximity to the fire requires.
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Part Ten

Honest Access
What Isand IsNot Open

THE REALITY OF ACCESS FOR NON-ZOROASTRIAN VISITORS

WHAT IS GENERALLY NOT ACCESSIBLE: ¢ The inner sanctuary of any fire temple (for
Zoroastrians only) ¢ Most Atash Bahram fires (the eight in India are closed to
non-Zoroastrians) ¢ Specific ceremonies (Y asna, Vendidad) — the liturgical rituals performed
by priests in the inner sanctuary ¢ The most sacred personal observances (Navjote initiation,
the kusti-tying daily ritual of initiated members) WHAT IS ACCESSIBLE: « The outer hall of
many fire temples (the jamatkhana) — where the fire may be viewed through a glass panel
The Yazd Atashkadeh specifically — the most visitor-accessible fire temple in the world *
Ancient Zoroastrian sites (Persepolis, Nagsh-e Rostam, Pasargadae) — all open to visitors ¢
Chak Chak — the mountain pilgrimage site — open to al visitors outside the main pilgrimage
season ¢ Nowruz celebrations in Iranian communities worldwide — the sacred New Y ear
festival is publicly celebrated « Educational resources and community engagement — many
Parsi and Iranian Zoroastrian communities welcome questions and genuine dialogue THE
CORRECT ORIENTATION: Approach the tradition with genuine respect for what is
restricted and genuine gratitude for what is offered. The Zoroastrian community is small and
has faced centuries of pressure; their decision to restrict access to the most sacred spacesis the
decision of acommunity protecting what is most precious to them.
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Part Eleven

Y azd
The City of Fire

Yazd in central Iran is the most important Zoroastrian city in the world — the center of the Iranian
Zoroastrian community, the location of the only Atash Bahram fire in Iran, and a UNESCO World
Heritage Site for its extraordinary mud-brick architecture and its role as the living repository of Iran's
Zoroastrian heritage. Yazd calls itself the 'City of Windcatchers for its distinctive wind-tower
architecture — but it might equally be called the City of Firefor itsrole in maintaining the sacred flame
tradition.

Yazd for the Visitor

Yazd is one of the most beautiful and most atmospherically complete ancient cities in Iran — its
mud-brick alleyways, its magnificent Jameh Mosque (a spectacular example of Persian Islamic
architecture), its Zoroastrian Fire Temple, its Tower of Silence sites, and its extraordinary underground
ganat water system all reward extended exploration. The city is compact enough to navigate on foot;
the main sacred sites are within walking distance of each other.

YAZD ZOROASTRIAN SITES

THE ATASHKADEH (FIRE TEMPLE): The primary Zoroastrian sacred sitein Y azd — built
in 1934 in a modern Persian architectural style, housing the Atash Bahram that has been
burning continuously since approximately 470 CE (brought to Yazd from earlier locations).
The outer hall is open to visitors; the fire is visible through a glass panel. A small museum
provides context on Zoroastrian history and practice. THE TOWERS OF SILENCE
(DAKHMA): Two circular stone towers on a hill south of Yazd — the traditional Zoroastrian
sites for sky burial, where the dead were placed for vultures to consume, keeping earth, fire,
and water unpolluted by the dead body. The towers are now archaeological sites (the practice
was discontinued in Yazd by government order in the 1970s); they can be visited and the
extraordinary landscape around them explored. ZOROASTRIAN QUARTER: The old
Zoroastrian neighborhood of Yazd, with traditional mud-brick homes, the Zoroastrian
community center, the traditional fire temple (older than the Atashkadeh, not open to visitors),
and the specific urban texture of a community that has maintained its identity in a
Muslim-majority country for centuries.
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Part Twelve

The Atashkadeh of Y azd
The Most Accessible Sacred Fire

VISITING THE YAZD ATASHKADEH — COMPLETE GUIDE

TIMING: The Atashkadeh is generally open to visitors during standard museum hours
(typically 8 AM to 7 PM). Avoid major Zoroastrian holy days when the community will be
using the space for their own observances. ENTERING: The building is open to all visitors.
Remove shoes if indicated; dress modestly (head covering for women in Iran is legally
required in any case). Enter the outer hall. VIEWING THE FIRE: The Atash Bahram fire
burnsin its vase on araised stone platform in the inner sanctuary, visible through alarge glass
panel from the outer hall. This fire has been burning continuously since approximately 470 CE
— you are looking at a flame that has not been extinguished for approximately 1,550 years.
Take a moment to receive the full significance of that before you look away. THE QUALITY
OF PRESENCE: The Atashkadeh is one of the most atmospherically concentrated sacred
spaces in this guide series — the combination of the ancient fire's accumulated sacred
intention, the extraordinary purity of the space, and the specific quality of fire as a sacred
symbol creates a quality of presence that is immediately perceptible to the attentive visitor.
WHAT TO DO: Stand before the glass panel in silence for as long as you can sustain it — five
minutes minimum. Acknowledge the fire as the symbol of Asha— of truth, of right alignment,
of the cosmic ordering principle — and receive the fire's teaching. The fire does not require
you to be Zoroastrian to communicate its essential nature. Fire is fire. Asha is Asha. Both
speak to anyone who comes with genuine attention. THE MUSEUM : The small museum in the
Atashkadeh provides excellent context on Zoroastrian history, theology, and practice. Reading
the museum materials before viewing the fire deepens the experience considerably.
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Part Thirteen

Udvada | ranshah
TheMost Sacred Firein theWorld

The Iranshah Atash Bahram at Udvadain Gujarat, India, isthe most sacred firein al of Zoroastrianism
— and one of the most sacred objects in any living religious tradition on earth. It has been burning
continuously since approximately the 9th or 10th century CE, when Zoroastrian refugees fleeing the
Arab conquest of Persia carried the sacred fire across the ocean to the shores of India, where the local
Hindu king granted them asylum.

ThePars Arrival in India

The Zoroastrian refugees who became the Parsi community of India carried their most precious
possession with them: the sacred fire that had been maintained through the generations of persecution.
According to Pars tradition, when their ships arrived on the shores of India, the local king sent an
emissary to inform them that his kingdom was already full — no room for more people. The
Zoroastrian leader asked for a glass of milk and aring. He carefully placed the ring in the milk without
disturbing the surface — demonstrating that they would add to the richness of India without displacing
what was aready there. The king was persuaded. The Parsis stayed.

Udvada for the Non-Zoroastrian Visitor

The Iranshah Fire Temple at Udvada is not accessible to non-Zoroastrians. However: the town of
Udvada itself is a small, beautiful, peaceful coastal town in Gujarat where the Parsi community is
warmly present; the exterior of the Iranshah temple can be observed and respectfully acknowledged;
and the experience of being in the same physical space as the fire that has burned for 1,300 years —
even if it cannot be directly viewed — is a genuine sacred encounter available to any visitor who
approaches with genuine awareness.
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Part Fourteen

Ancient Sites Open to All
Persepolis and Beyond

MAJOR ZOROASTRIAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES

PERSEPOLIS (Takht-e Jamshid, Iran): The ceremonial capital of the Achaemenid Persian
Empire — built by Darius the Great and Xerxes beginning around 515 BCE and destroyed by
Alexander the Great in 330 BCE. Persepolis was the site of the Nowruz (New Year)
ceremonies of the world's first great empire, whose kings ruled as the servants of Ahura
Mazda. The bas-reliefs show delegations from every corner of the empire bringing gifts; the
scale and the quality of the surviving sculpture are extraordinary. Open to al visitors.
NAQSH-E ROSTAM (near Persepolis): The cliff face where the Achaemenid kings cut their
tombs — the magnificent rock-cut tombs of Darius, Xerxes, Artaxerxes, and Darius I, with
the Faravahar (winged disk) carved in relief above each entrance. Also the site of the
Zoroastrian fire atars (on the platform below the cliff) and the Kabaye Zardosht (the
cube-shaped stone building, possibly a fire temple or a repository for sacred objects). Open to
all visitors. PASARGADAE (Iran): The first capital of the Achaemenid Empire — where the
tomb of Cyrusthe Great stands, the king who is the only non-1sraelite to be called the 'Messiah'
in the Hebrew Bible, the king who freed the Jews from Babylonian captivity. The tomb is a
simple but extraordinarily powerful structure — a stone chamber on a six-stepped platform,
standing alone in the plain. Open to all visitors. CHAK CHAK (see next section): The
mountain pilgrimage site — open to al visitors outside the main pilgrimage season.
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Part Fifteen

Chak Chak
The Desert Pilgrimage Site

Chak Chak (the name means 'drip drip' in Persian — referring to the spring that seeps from the rock
face) is the most important pilgrimage site for Iranian Zoroastrians — a fire temple and sacred cave
complex built into the cliff face of the mountain range near Ardakan in Y azd province.

The Sacred Story

According to Zoroastrian tradition, Chak Chak is the site where Nikbanou, the daughter of the last
Sasanian king (Y azdegerd 111), fled when the Arab armies conquered Persia in the 7th century CE.
Pursued and about to be captured, she prayed to Ahura Mazda — and the mountain opened to receive
her, concealing her from her pursuers. The spring that seeps from the rock face is understood as the
tears the mountain has wept for her ever since, and a flame has been maintained at the site in her
memory.

Visiting Chak Chak

Outside the main annual pilgrimage (held in late May/early June, when Zoroastrian pilgrims from
around the world gather for several days of ceremony), Chak Chak is accessible to all visitors. The
approach — along drive through the desert followed by a climb up the rocky mountain face — isitself
a contemplative experience. The fire temple at the top of the climb, with the spring seeping from the
rock and the extraordinary desert landscape visible in al directions, has a quality of sacred presence
that rewards the effort of reaching it.
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Part Seventeen

The Tower of Silence
Zoroastrian Sacred Death

The Tower of Silence (dakhmain Avestan, dokhma in Persian) is the distinctive Zoroastrian funerary
structure — a circular stone tower on which the dead were placed for exposure to the sun and to birds
of prey (particularly vultures), in the practice known in the West as 'sky burial." This practice is not
morbid nihilism; it is the deeply considered application of Zoroastrian sacred principles to the treatment
of the dead.

The Sacred Logic

Zoroastrian theology holds that the dead body is ritually impure — it has been abandoned by the life
force (urvan) that animated it, and its decomposition is associated with Druj. To bury it would pollute
the earth (protected by Spenta Armaiti). To cremate it would pollute the fire (protected by Asha
Vahishta and the fire temples). To submerge it would pollute the water (protected by Haurvatat). The
sky burial — offering the body to the sun's purification and to the birds — avoids all three pollutions
while disposing of the body efficiently and returning its material to the cycle of life. The decision has
an internal logic that becomes clear once the theology that generatesit is understood.

TOWERSOF SILENCE TODAY

YAZD (lran): Two impressive dakhma towers stand on a hill south of the city, now
archaeological sites. The surrounding landscape — desert, mountain, the towers rising against
the sky — is one of the most visually extraordinary in al of Iran. Accessible to al visitors; a
small museum at the base provides context. MUMBAI (India): Several dakhma towers remain
in Mumbai's Doongerwadi (the Tower of Silence complex), maintained by the Pars
community and still used for traditional sky burial. NOT accessible to non-Zoroastrians — the
complex is private community property. The surrounding gardens are sometimes accessible.
THE CONTEMPORARY SITUATION: Sky burial has become practically difficult in urban
India and Iran — vulture populations have declined dramatically due to veterinary drug use
(diclofenac), making the traditional practice slower and less reliable. Some Parsi families have
chosen aternative burial methods; others continue the traditional practice with modifications.
The question of maintaining the dakhma tradition is one of the most actively discussed issues
in contemporary Parsi community life.
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Part Eighteen

Nowruz
The Sacred New Y ear

Nowruz (New Day — pronounced no-ROQZ) is the Zoroastrian New Y ear — celebrated at the spring
equinox (March 20 or 21) and representing one of the most ancient continuously observed sacred
festivals in the world. Nowruz is observed not only by Zoroastrians but by Iranian Muslims, Afghan
and Tgjik communities, and many other cultures of the greater Persian cultural sphere — making it one
of the world's most widely celebrated festivals, with over 300 million participants worldwide.

NOWRUZ SACRED PRACTICES

THE HAFT SIN TABLE: The central ritual object of Nowruz — atable set with seven items
whose names begin with the letter 'S' in Persian (sin), each symbolizing a specific sacred wish
for the new year: Sabzeh (wheat or lentil sprouts — renewal/rebirth), Samanu (wheat germ
pudding — affluence), Senjed (dried oleaster — love), Sir (garlic — medicine/health), Sib
(apple — beauty/health), Somagh (sumac berries — sunrise/the victory of good over evil),
Serkeh (vinegar — age and patience). THE CHAHARSHANBE SURI (Fire Jumping): On the
last Tuesday evening before Nowruz, fires are lit in the streets and people jump over them,
crying 'Your redness to me, my paleness to you' — offering their sickness, paleness, and
troubles to the fire while receiving the fire's warmth, redness, and energy. This ancient
Zoroastrian purification practice is now celebrated by Iranians of all religious backgrounds.
THE THIRTEEN DAYS: Nowruz is traditionally a thirteen-day celebration — beginning at
the exact moment of the spring equinox and concluding on the thirteenth day (Sizdah Bedar)
when families picnic outdoors, tying green sprouts in knots and throwing them in running
water to carry away troubles. ATTENDING NOWRUZ: Iranian communities worldwide
celebrate Nowruz with public events — concerts, markets, communa meals, and specific
Zoroastrian ceremonies. Attending a community Nowruz event is the most accessible way to
experience the living Zoroastrian sacred calendar outside of Iran.
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Part Twenty

TheHaligricity Lens
Asha, the ThreePillars, and the Tetralty

Zoroastrianism's specific gift to Haligricity is the oldest and most elegant formulation of the alignment
principle that the Haligric Tetralty embodies. Humata, Hukhta, Hvarshta — Good Thoughts, Good
Words, Good Deeds — is the Zoroastrian expression of the Tetralty's core recognition: that genuine
sacred practice requires the alignment of the practitioner'sinner life with their outer expression.

Humata, Hukhta, Hvar shta and the Tetralty

Good Thoughts corresponds to the Haligric Thinking dimension — the practitioner's internal
conceptual life, their understanding of what is true and what serves the divine. Good Words
corresponds to the Haligric Speaking dimension — the practitioner's verbal expression, the alignment
of their words with their thoughts and with truth. Good Deeds corresponds to the Haligric Doing
dimension — the practitioner's actions in the world, the alignment of what they do with what they think
and say. And the Zoroastrian tradition's Feeling dimension — the sensitivity to Asha and Druj that
allows the practitioner to perceive misalignment and correct it — is the Haligric Feeling dimension, the
one that makes the other three possible.

The Transmission Chain

The Seven Hermetic Principles that underlie Haligricity's understanding of universal law passed from
Egypt through the Greek-Egyptian Hermetic tradition. That same transmission was shaped by the
Achaemenid Persian Empire's dominance of the Near East — the empire whose kings explicitly served
Ahura Mazda, whose court adopted and spread Zoroastrian concepts across the ancient world, and
whose influence on Judaism (and through it on Christianity and Islam) introduced the concepts of
angels, judgment, heaven and hell, and the cosmic battle between good and evil that permeate the
world's Abrahamic traditions. Zoroastrian concepts are in the transmission chain that reaches
Haligricity; the fire templeis, in this specific sense, a homecoming.

CONNECTION TO HALIGRICITY

Zoroastrian Fire Temple Visitation Guide | Haligricity Temple Series | 1.Q. Productionz



A fire that has been burning for 1,550 years is not just a flame. It is the accumulated sacred
intention of every priest who has tended it through earthquake, invasion, plague, political
upheaval, and the ordinary human difficulty of maintaining any sacred commitment over time.
Standing before the glass panel in the Y azd Atashkadeh, watching that flame — tended by the
same hands, in the same tradition, carrying the same theological recognition that it has carried
for fifteen centuries — you are standing in direct continuity with the oldest expression of what
Haligricity holds about alignment. Think rightly. Speak rightly. Do rightly. The fire of Asha
confirmsit every timeit burns. Grand Rising.
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"Humata. Hukhta. Hvarshta.
Good Thoughts. Good Words. Good Deeds."

The fire has been burning since before writing was common in the region where it burns. Every priest
who has tended it has recited the same prayers, worn the same white, breathed through the same mask.
The flame carries everything — 1,300 years of sacred intention, 1,300 years of the community's
commitment to Asha in the face of everything history threw at them. Think rightly. Speak rightly. Do
rightly. The rest follows. Grand Rising.
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