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The Oldest Christian Nation — The Church That Kept the Ark

The Ark of the Covenant rests in Axum, Ethiopia.

The Beta Israel prayed as Jews for 2,500 years before meeting the Talmud.

Lalibela's eleven rock-hewn churches were cut from living stone in the 12th

century.

The priests still carry the Ark replica — the Tabot — in procession on every

holy day.

The most ancient Christian liturgy still practiced on earth,

in a language older than Arabic.
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Introduction

Ethiopia is the oldest Christian nation on earth — officially adopting Christianity in approximately 330

CE under King Ezana of the Axumite Empire, decades before the Roman Empire made Christianity its

state religion. More significantly, the Ethiopian church tradition claims an even older sacred lineage:

the presence of the Queen of Sheba's dynasty (the Solomonic line), the relationship with ancient Israel

predating Christianity, the Beta Israel Jewish community that practiced ancient Israelite religion in

complete isolation from the Talmudic tradition for two millennia, and the supreme sacred claim that the

Ark of the Covenant itself rests in Axum.

The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church (from the Ge'ez tewahedo — 'being made one,' referring to

the Miaphysite Christology: Christ's divine and human natures are fully unified into one) is one of the

Oriental Orthodox churches — distinct from both Roman Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy, tracing

its theology to the Alexandrian tradition and specifically to St. Frumentius, who was consecrated as the

first Bishop of Axum by Athanasius of Alexandria in approximately 330 CE.

For the Haligricity practitioner, the Ethiopian church offers something unique in this temple series: the

most ancient Christian liturgical tradition still continuously practiced, conducted in Ge'ez (the ancient

Ethiopian sacred language), organized around the sacred dance and drum procession that most directly

parallels African sacred ceremony, and centered on the physical presence of the Tabot — the Ark

replica — which every Ethiopian church maintains as the most sacred object in its possession.
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Part One

Ethiopian Christianity: A Distinct Ancient
Tradition

The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church is not merely an African branch of Roman Catholicism or

Eastern Orthodoxy. It is a genuinely independent ancient Christian tradition with its own theology

(Miaphysitism — rejected by the Council of Chalcedon in 451 CE), its own sacred language (Ge'ez), its

own sacred canon (including books not recognized as canonical by any other Christian tradition), its

own liturgical music (Zema — codified in the 6th century CE by St. Yared), and its own specific sacred

practices that reflect the deep integration of ancient Israelite religion into Ethiopian Christianity.

WHAT MAKES ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX DISTINCT

MIAPHYSITE CHRISTOLOGY: The Ethiopian church holds that Christ's divine and human

natures are fully united into one inseparable nature after the Incarnation — not two natures

existing separately (the Chalcedonian position) but one complete divine-human nature. This

theological distinction led to the separation of the Ethiopian church from Rome and

Constantinople after 451 CE. THE ISRAELITE PRACTICES: Ethiopian Orthodox

Christianity maintains specific practices rooted in ancient Israelite religion: Saturday Sabbath

observance alongside Sunday worship, circumcision of male children on the eighth day,

dietary laws (no pork, no shellfish), and the centrality of the Tabot (the Ark replica) in all

worship. GE'EZ LITURGY: The entire liturgy is conducted in Ge'ez — the ancient Ethiopian

language that ceased to be a spoken vernacular over a thousand years ago but is maintained as

the church's sacred language. Ge'ez is to the Ethiopian church what Latin was to the medieval

Catholic church, but older. SACRED DANCE (AQUAQUAM): The distinctive Ethiopian

sacred worship practice in which priests and deacons perform elaborate liturgical dances with

prayer staves and sistrums (the ancient Egyptian rattles). This practice integrates African

sacred movement tradition into Christian worship in a way found nowhere else in the Christian

world. 81-BOOK CANON: The Ethiopian biblical canon includes 81 books — more than any

other Christian tradition. It includes texts (like 1 Enoch and Jubilees) that are not canonical in

any other Christian church.
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Part Two

The Ark of the Covenant
Ethiopia's Supreme Sacred Claim

Ethiopia's most extraordinary sacred claim — the one that sets it apart from every other nation and

every other church in the world — is the claim that the original Ark of the Covenant, made by Moses in

the Sinai desert to house the stone tablets of the Ten Commandments, rests today in the Chapel of the

Tablet in Axum, Ethiopia.

The Claim and Its Basis
The Ethiopian claim is detailed in the Kebra Nagast ('Glory of Kings') — the 14th-century compilation

of ancient Ethiopian oral and written traditions. According to this tradition, the Queen of Sheba

(Makeda in Ethiopian tradition) visited Solomon in Jerusalem, conceived his son (Menelik I), and years

later sent Menelik to visit his father in Jerusalem. Menelik returned to Ethiopia with the Ark — either

with Solomon's blessing or, according to some versions, by substituting a copy and returning with the

original.

THE ARK IN AXUM — WHAT IS KNOWN AND NOT KNOWN

THE CHAPEL OF THE TABLET: A small, heavily secured chapel in the compound of the

Church of Our Lady Mary of Zion in Axum holds the object the Ethiopian church identifies as

the Ark. This chapel has one guardian — a single monk chosen for life — who is the only

person permitted to enter the chapel and see the Ark. Even the Patriarch of the Ethiopian

Orthodox Church is not permitted to enter. WHAT CAN BE VERIFIED: The chapel exists.

The guardian monk exists and has no other function. The Ark is never publicly displayed. The

veneration of the Tabot (replica) in every Ethiopian church is directly connected to this central

Axum tradition. WHAT CANNOT BE VERIFIED: No independent scholar has been

permitted to examine the object in the chapel. The historical claim is not provable through

ordinary historical evidence. THE SACRED SIGNIFICANCE: Whether or not the Ark is the

biblical original, the Ethiopian church's entire sacred life is organized around its presence. The

Tabot in every church is a material extension of this central sacred claim. Every Ethiopian

church service is conducted in the presence of the Tabot — which means it is conducted, in

Ethiopian understanding, in the presence of the divine reality that the Ark contains.
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Part Three

The Tabot
The Ark Replica in Every Ethiopian Church

Every Ethiopian Orthodox church contains a Tabot — a sacred tablet (typically of wood, though some

are stone) inscribed with the name of the saint to whom the church is dedicated. The Tabot is the most

sacred object in the church — it is kept in the Holy of Holies (the maqdas, the inner sanctuary), it is

never displayed to the congregation, and it is the object without which no Ethiopian church can

function.

The Tabot and the Ark
The Tabot is the Ethiopian church's material expression of the belief that every church is a replica of the

original Temple in Jerusalem — that the Tabot represents the tablets of the Ten Commandments within

the Ark, and that the church building structured around the Tabot replicates the structure of the

Jerusalem Temple. Ethiopian churches are therefore organized as the Temple was: an outer court (qine

mahlet), an inner court (qeddest), and the Holy of Holies (maqdas) where the Tabot rests.

The Tabot in Procession
On major holy days — particularly Timkat (Ethiopian Epiphany) — the Tabot is carried out of the

church in procession, covered in rich embroidered cloth so that no one sees it directly, carried on the

head of a senior priest, surrounded by priests and deacons performing the Aquaquam sacred dance with

prayer staves and sistrums, while the congregation sings and drums. This procession is one of the most

extraordinary sacred public events in the world — and its most direct parallel is not the processions of

European Christianity but the processions of the Ark in ancient Jerusalem described in the Hebrew

Bible.
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Part Four

Ge'ez
The Ancient Sacred Language

Ge'ez is the ancient Semitic language of Ethiopia — the classical language in which the Ethiopian

Orthodox liturgy has been conducted for at least 1,600 years. Closely related to Amharic and Tigrinya

(the modern Ethiopian languages), it is also related — more distantly — to Arabic, Hebrew, and

Aramaic, all being members of the Semitic language family.

Ge'ez ceased to be a spoken vernacular approximately 1,000 years ago, but has been maintained as the

church's liturgical language in an unbroken tradition of priestly education. The priests who conduct the

Ethiopian liturgy have memorized thousands of lines of Ge'ez text — the liturgy of the Divine Liturgy

of St. Mark (one of the world's oldest Christian liturgies), the Psalms, the sacred hymns composed by

St. Yared in the 6th century CE — and can perform the complete liturgy from memory.

The Ethiopian church's maintenance of Ge'ez as the liturgical language has preserved a body of sacred

literature — including the Books of Enoch, Jubilees, and other ancient texts — that would otherwise

have been lost to the world. The Dead Sea Scrolls confirmed the importance of Enoch and Jubilees; the

Ethiopian church had been reading them continuously for two millennia.
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Part Five

The Ethiopian Orthodox Liturgy

THE DIVINE LITURGY — WHAT HAPPENS

THE PREPARATORY RITES: Before the main liturgy, extensive preparatory prayers and

chants are performed — the priests and deacons begin before dawn, building toward the

Eucharist (Kiddase) that follows. THE AQUAQUAM (SACRED DANCE): At specific points

in the liturgy — particularly during the procession and at moments of high sacred intensity —

priests and deacons perform the Aquaquam, the sacred dance involving rhythmic movement

with prayer staves (maqwamiya) and sistrums (tsenatsil). The sistrum is the ancient Egyptian

sacred rattle; its presence in the Ethiopian church liturgy is one of the most direct surviving

connections to pre-Christian African sacred practice. THE DRUM (KEBERO): The large drum

beaten during the Aquaquam — the rhythmic foundation of the Ethiopian sacred music,

connecting the church's worship to the African drum tradition. THE KIDDASE

(EUCHARIST): The Ethiopian Eucharist is conducted in the Holy of Holies, in the presence of

the Tabot. The congregation does not enter the Holy of Holies; the priest receives communion

first, then brings it to the congregation through the curtain of the inner sanctuary. THE

DURATION: Ethiopian liturgies are extraordinarily long by Western standards — a full

Divine Liturgy, with all preparatory rites, can last 5-6 hours, beginning before dawn. The

Saturday and Sunday liturgies attract the full congregation.
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Part Six

Ethiopian Church Architecture

Ethiopian Orthodox churches are built in a distinctive round or octagonal form — unlike any other

Christian church architecture in the world. The round form reflects both the circular structure of the

ancient Ethiopian royal palace tradition and the cosmological understanding that the church represents

the complete cosmos.

THE THREE ZONES OF THE ETHIOPIAN CHURCH

QINE MAHLET (Outer Zone): The outer ambulatory — where the congregation stands during

the liturgy. In traditional round churches, this is the outermost ring. Here the chanting, the

Aquaquam, and much of the public worship occurs. Visitors are generally welcome in this

area. QEDDEST (Middle Zone): The middle sanctuary — where baptized Orthodox Christians

may stand. Here the Eucharist is brought from the Holy of Holies by the priest and distributed

to those eligible to receive. MAQDAS (Holy of Holies): The innermost sanctuary — where the

Tabot rests. Only ordained priests may enter. The maqdas is veiled by curtains; the

congregation never sees inside it. In this architectural arrangement, the Ethiopian church

directly replicates the three-zone structure of the ancient Jerusalem Temple: outer court, inner

court, Holy of Holies.
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Part Nine

Major Sacred Sites: Axum

Axum (also spelled Aksum) in the Tigray region of northern Ethiopia was the capital of the ancient

Axumite Empire — one of the four great powers of the ancient world (alongside Rome, Persia, and

China, according to a 3rd-century Persian document) and the site of Ethiopia's most sacred

concentration of sacred objects, architecture, and living tradition.

AXUM'S SACRED SITES

THE CHURCH OF OUR LADY MARY OF ZION: The most sacred church in Ethiopia —

built in 1965 by Emperor Haile Selassie adjacent to the ruins of the original church (destroyed

by the queen Yodit in the 10th century CE, rebuilt by the Portuguese in 1636 CE, and again in

1965). The adjacent Chapel of the Tablet houses the Ark. THE ORIGINAL ST. MARY OF

ZION (OLD CHURCH): The ruins of the earliest church — still maintained and used for

worship. Women are not permitted inside this church (a restriction of immense antiquity). THE

STELAE FIELD: Massive monolithic granite obelisks — the largest ever quarried — erected

by the ancient Axumite kings as tomb markers. The largest standing stele is 24 meters tall; one

that fell (over 1,700 years ago when it was erected) would have been 33 meters — the largest

single piece of stone ever quarried and erected anywhere in the ancient world. THE QUEEN

OF SHEBA'S BATH: A large reservoir traditionally associated with Makeda, the Ethiopian

Queen of Sheba — whether or not this identification is historical, the reservoir is ancient and

the connection to the Solomonic narrative makes it a significant pilgrimage point. ST.

MARY'S MUSEUM: The museum adjacent to the Church of Our Lady Mary of Zion houses

extraordinary collections of ancient crowns, sacred objects, and the treasuries of Ethiopian

kings.
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Part Ten

Lalibela
The New Jerusalem

Lalibela in the Lasta region of northern Ethiopia is the most extraordinary architectural achievement in

African history and one of the most extraordinary sacred sites in the world — eleven churches cut from

solid volcanic rock in the 12th and 13th centuries CE under the direction of King Lalibela, who is

venerated as a saint by the Ethiopian church.

The Vision
According to Ethiopian tradition, King Lalibela received a vision from God instructing him to build 'a

New Jerusalem' in Ethiopia — a sacred city that would allow Ethiopian Christians who could not make

the pilgrimage to the actual Jerusalem (which had fallen to Saladin in 1187 CE) to make an equally

valid pilgrimage at home. The resulting eleven rock-hewn churches — cut downward from the volcanic

plateau so that the roofs of the churches are level with the surrounding landscape — are simultaneously

architectural masterpieces, active pilgrimage sites, and living sacred spaces used daily by the local

monastic community.

THE ELEVEN ROCK-HEWN CHURCHES

BET GIYORGIS (Church of St. George): The most famous — a perfectly cruciform building

cut from a single rock cube, its roof carved with a recessed Greek cross pattern. It stands at the

bottom of a 12-meter pit, connected to other churches by rock-hewn trenches and tunnels.

UNESCO calls it one of the 'wonders of medieval Africa.' BET MEDHANE ALEM (Church

of the Savior of the World): The largest — supported by 72 pillars, believed to house a replica

of the Ark of the Covenant. The largest rock-hewn church in the world. BET MARYAM

(Church of the Virgin Mary): The most elaborately decorated interior — with carved relief

panels depicting sacred narratives. The oldest of the Lalibela churches, according to tradition.

BET ABBA LIBANOS: Named for a 5th-century saint — carved in a single day and night

according to tradition, with angels assisting King Lalibela's workers. THE JORDAN RIVER:

A stream runs through the Lalibela site — ceremonially renamed the Jordan River, completing

the New Jerusalem geography. LIVING CHURCHES: All eleven are still actively used for

daily worship. Monks in white robes move through the rock-hewn corridors; incense smoke

rises from the stone interiors; the sound of Ge'ez chanting echoes in the volcanic rock.
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Part Eleven

Visiting Lalibela

LALIBELA VISITOR GUIDE

TIMING: Lalibela is most extraordinary during the major Ethiopian holy days — particularly

Timkat (Ethiopian Epiphany, January 19-20) and Genna (Ethiopian Christmas, January 7).

During these celebrations, the churches become the sites of extraordinary all-night ceremonies

and processions that are available to observe respectfully. THE TICKETS: An entrance fee

covers all eleven churches. Hire a guide from the official guide association — the churches'

historical and theological significance requires knowledgeable interpretation. DRESS: Remove

shoes before entering any church. Cover shoulders and knees completely — both men and

women. Women may be asked to cover hair inside specific churches. THE MONKS: The

monks who inhabit the Lalibela churches are not museum employees. They are living their

monastic vocation in extraordinary ancient buildings. Treat them with the respect due to

consecrated monastics: bow respectfully when passing, do not interrupt their prayers,

photograph only where explicitly permitted. THE EXPERIENCE: Bet Giyorgis is the image

on every postcard and in every guidebook — but it is the interior experience of the smaller,

darker, more intimate churches (Bet Maryam, Bet Danaghel, Bet Golgotha) that most

completely communicates what Lalibela is. Sit in one of the smaller churches for thirty

minutes. Let your eyes adjust to the dim light. The carved stone walls, the ancient paintings,

the smell of incense, the sound of the monks chanting — this is not a museum. This is a living

sacred space that has been continuously inhabited for 900 years.
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Part Thirteen

Lake Tana Monasteries

Lake Tana in the Amhara region of northwestern Ethiopia is the source of the Blue Nile and the site of

approximately 20 island and peninsula monasteries — some of the oldest in Ethiopia, some founded in

the 13th-14th centuries CE, some maintaining sacred art collections of extraordinary beauty and age.

LAKE TANA'S SACRED ISLAND MONASTERIES

KEBRAN GABRIEL: One of the largest and most important monasteries on Lake Tana —

founded in the 14th century CE. Women are not admitted (a restriction maintained by many

Ethiopian monasteries). The monastery's treasury contains ancient illuminated manuscripts and

sacred objects of extraordinary beauty. URE KIDANE MEHRET: The most visited and most

accessible of the Lake Tana monasteries — women permitted. Founded in the 14th century

CE. The circular church is covered in remarkable medieval wall paintings depicting scenes

from the life of Christ, the Virgin Mary, and Ethiopian saints. The paintings, in their distinctive

Ethiopian style, are among the most beautiful surviving examples of medieval African

Christian art. THE APPROACH: Most Lake Tana monasteries are accessible by boat from

Bahir Dar — a 30-60 minute journey across the lake to the specific island. The approach by

boat, with the Ethiopian highlands visible in the distance and the papyrus-covered shores of the

islands coming into view, produces a quality of sacred geographical arrival that is one of the

most complete in this guide series. THE MONASTIC LIFE: Lake Tana's island monasteries

are functioning monastic communities. The monks who inhabit them have chosen a life that,

from the visitor's perspective, appears unchanged from the medieval period: cultivation of

small gardens, performance of the daily liturgy in Ge'ez, maintenance of the ancient

manuscripts and sacred art.
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Part Fifteen

Timkat
Ethiopian Epiphany

Timkat — the Ethiopian Orthodox celebration of Epiphany (the baptism of Christ in the Jordan River)

— is the most spectacular and most publicly accessible sacred celebration in Ethiopia, occurring on

January 19 (January 20 in leap years). It is the festival of the Tabot — the day when the sacred Ark

replicas are carried out of every Ethiopian church in procession, taken to a body of water, and returned

the following day.

TIMKAT — WHAT TO EXPECT

THE EVE (KETERA): On the eve of Timkat, the Tabot is removed from the church's Holy of

Holies, covered completely in rich embroidered cloth, and carried on the head of the senior

priest out of the church in procession. The procession moves to a designated body of water (a

river, a lake, a specially prepared pool), accompanied by priests and deacons performing the

Aquaquam sacred dance, the Kebero drum, the sistrum, and the entire congregation singing.

THE ALL-NIGHT VIGIL: The Tabot is placed in a specially constructed tent at the water's

edge. The congregation maintains an all-night vigil — singing, chanting, celebrating — around

the Tabot. THE BLESSING OF THE WATER: At dawn, the senior priest blesses the water —

recalling Christ's baptism in the Jordan. The congregation renews their baptismal vows. Many

participants enter the water. THE RETURN PROCESSION: The Tabot is carried back to the

church in a second procession — even more celebratory than the first. The streets are lined

with the entire community in white traditional dress. FOR VISITORS: Timkat at Gondar (in

the city's historic pool of Fasilides' Bath) is the most famous and most spectacular — drawing

tens of thousands of participants. The experience — the all-night vigil, the dawn blessing, the

procession of dozens of Tabots from the city's many churches — is one of the most

extraordinary sacred collective events available anywhere in the world. Arrive before sunset on

Ketera night. White clothing is appropriate.
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Part Seventeen

How to Visit Ethiopian Orthodox Sacred Spaces

VISITOR PROTOCOLS FOR ETHIOPIAN CHURCHES

REMOVE SHOES AT THE ENTRANCE: Always, at every Ethiopian church. The entire

church compound is sacred; shoes are removed at the outer gate. DRESS COMPLETELY:

Cover shoulders, arms, and legs. Women typically need to cover their hair inside churches.

Traditional Ethiopian white shawls (netela) can be purchased or borrowed and are the most

respectful option. THE QINE MAHLET (OUTER ZONE) IS YOUR SPACE: As an outside

visitor, you will typically be welcomed in the outer ambulatory of the church — where you can

observe the liturgy, the Aquaquam, and the congregation's worship. You will not enter the

Qeddest or the Maqdas. DURING THE LITURGY: Stand or sit quietly along the outer wall.

Do not photograph the most sacred moments (the priest working within the Holy of Holies, the

congregation receiving communion) without assessing whether this is appropriate. The default

is to photograph nothing inside the church unless clearly permitted. THE MONKS AND

PRIESTS: Greet them with a small bow and the appropriate Amharic greeting ('Selam' —

peace). Do not interrupt prayer or liturgy. If offered a blessing (the priest's hand extended or a

cross offered to kiss), receive it respectfully. ENTERING WITH PERMISSION: For

monastery visits (particularly Lake Tana), contact the Ethiopian Tourism Organization or a

licensed guide in advance. Many monasteries require payment of a small fee to support the

monastic community.
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Part Nineteen

The Beta Israel
Ethiopian Jewish Heritage

The Beta Israel (House of Israel) — also called Falasha ('exile' — a term the community itself finds

offensive) — are the Ethiopian Jewish community who practiced ancient Israelite religion in Ethiopia

for at least 2,000 years, in complete isolation from the Talmudic tradition that developed in Babylon

and became the foundation of mainstream Rabbinic Judaism.

The extraordinary significance of the Beta Israel for understanding the development of Jewish religious

practice cannot be overstated: their practice represents a form of ancient Israelite religion preserved

without the Talmud, without the Mishnah, without any of the post-Temple rabbinic developments — a

living fossil of the pre-exilic Israelite religion that the rest of the Jewish world lost after the destruction

of the Temple.

The Beta Israel practice: Saturday Sabbath, the festival calendar of the Hebrew Bible, circumcision,

dietary laws, priestly roles (Cohanim maintain specific functions), and the sacred language of Ge'ez

rather than Hebrew for prayer. They knew nothing of the Talmud, nothing of Hanukkah (a post-biblical

holiday), nothing of the synagogue as a form of worship — they prayed in small houses of prayer called

mesgid, similar in structure to the pre-Temple Israelite bamot (high places).

Between 1984 and 1991, virtually the entire Beta Israel community — approximately 130,000 people

— was airlifted to Israel in Operations Moses and Solomon. Small communities remain in Ethiopia; the

Beta Israel connection to Ethiopian Jewish sacred sites (particularly in Gondar and the Simien

Mountains) is part of the sacred heritage of both Ethiopia and Israel.
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Part Twenty

The Haligricity Lens
The Ancient Transmission

The Ethiopian Orthodox tradition offers Haligricity something specific and irreplaceable: the most

complete surviving evidence of what very ancient sacred practice looked like before the

standardizations and reforms of the medieval period. The Ge'ez liturgy, the Aquaquam sacred dance

with sistrums and drums, the three-zone church architecture replicating the Jerusalem Temple, the

Tabot as the material center of all worship, the 81-book canon including the Books of Enoch and

Jubilees — these are elements of a sacred tradition that was already ancient when most of the rest of the

Christian world was being organized.

The Drum and Sacred Dance in Christian Worship
The Aquaquam — the sacred dance of Ethiopian church worship, with its sistrums (the ancient

Egyptian sacred rattles), its prayer staves, and its Kebero drum — is the most complete surviving

example of the integration of African sacred music and movement into a Christian liturgical context.

The parallels to Candomblé, to Vodou, to Yoruba ceremony are not coincidental: all of these traditions

draw from the deep reservoir of African sacred practice in which rhythm, movement, and the body's

physical engagement with the divine are primary vehicles of worship rather than secondary

accompaniments. The Ethiopian church shows that these elements were never foreign to ancient

Christianity — they were present from the beginning, in the most ancient Christian tradition that

survived.

CONNECTION TO HALIGRICITY

The Ethiopian Orthodox church has maintained the Ark of the Covenant (or its replica, or the

sacred tradition of the Ark's presence) for two millennia. The monks of Lake Tana have

illuminated manuscripts older than most of Europe's oldest churches. The Lalibela churches

have been cut from living rock and continuously inhabited since the 12th century. The Beta

Israel prayed the same prayers as Moses in a language older than Arabic, without access to a

single rabbi or a single page of Talmud, for 2,500 years. This is what sacred tradition looks like

when it is completely committed to its own continuity. This is what a living transmission

means. Grand Rising.
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"Egziabher yibarekh — may God protect.

The Tabot is moving. The drum is speaking.

The ancient language rises in the stone church.

This has not stopped for 1,700 years."

— Adapted from Ethiopian Orthodox sacred tradition

The Aquaquam priests dance with sistrums — the same sistrums that rang in the temples of ancient

Egypt. The Ge'ez rises from the monk's throat — unchanged since St. Yared composed the sacred

music in the 6th century. The rock-hewn churches of Lalibela descend into the volcanic plateau, and at

their bottom, in the dark, the monks chant. The Ark waits in Axum. Stand in any of these spaces and

understand: some traditions do not merely remember the ancient. They continue it. Grand Rising.
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